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COMPANY PRESENTATION 

Foundation, Ownership, Turn overs
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The scope of MN includes

▪ Design

▪ Building

▪ Acquisition, chartering,

▪ National & international operation of vessels 

whose characteristics are ideally suited to its 

customers’ most demanding requirements.

Since several decades, MN is concentrating on industrial and specialised transports, and 
extends its range of activities by proposing its services and experience to third parties.

MN is backed by the technical and financial
strength of the SOGESTRAN group of which it is
is wholly-owned subsidiary since 2017.

With over 1200 employees and a turnover of
230 M€, the SOGESTRAN Group is specialized in
sea transport, river transport, logistics and
service to industries.

Owner Operator Manager
Freight

Forwarder

COMPAGNIE MARITIME NANTAISE -MN
The origins of the Companie Maritime Nantaise – MN are very old since it is the heir to several

shipping companies based in Nantes (France), the first of which was created in 1882 .

Turn over 2022 : 46 663 369 €
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COMPAGNIE MARITIME NANTAISE -MN

MN’s FLEET

5 Ro-Ro

1 Special purpose vessel

6 Passengers vessels



COUNTRY INFORMATION

GDP, Population, Position in the World map, Currency & Exchange, 
Main Trades, Main Ports, Airports, Accessibility & Infrastructure)
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WORLD MAP

FRANCE

Nantes

Le Havre

Europe Map
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Population : Nearly 68 Millions

GDP 2022 : 2 642 713 M€

Currency : Euro

FRANCE – MAIN INFO

MAIN PORTS
▪ Marseille
▪ Le Havre 
▪ Dunkerque 
▪ Saint Nazaire 
▪ Rouen

MAIN TRADES

▪ Aircraft, helicopters and spacecraft

▪ Pharmaceuticals, chemicals, perfumes, cosmetic

▪ Cars / Vehicle parts

MAIN AIRPORTS
▪ Paris 
▪ Nice 
▪ Lyon 
▪ Marseille
▪ Toulouse 
▪ Bordeaux 
▪ Nantes

RAIL NETWORK 
3rd longest rail network in 
Europe with more than 30 000 
km of lines.

ROAD NETWORK
1st road network in Europe 
with 1 091 075 km of roads.



COMPANY OFFICES
GDP, Population, Position in the World map, Currency & Exchange, 
Main Trades, Main Ports, Airports, Accessibility & Infrastructure)



COMPAGNIE MARITIME NANTAISE -MN

Nantes

800 m2 of offices
5 departments
Workforce average : 
Sedentaries 27 persons / 61 seagoing personnel 
4 meeting rooms

Cars 
Rental

Close to the city center, ms & buses

300 m walk from the railway station

20 minutes drive from the airport tra



COMPANY MAIN CERTIFICATION
ISO 9001§:2015, GME, ISM

The MN is a member of the professional organisation « Armateurs de

France » and signatory of the « Blue Charter».
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MN’S CERTIFICATION
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Interim document issued pending presentation to the 

Central Safety Commission scheduled on the 7th of 

june 23.



3 BEST PROJECTS
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Arianespace

▪ 2021 : MN COLIBRI

From Seal Beach - California to Pariacabo - French Guiana

James Webb Telescope Transportation
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▪ July 2022 : MN COLIBRI : KVHTS

From Fos - France to Kourou - French Guyana

Transportation of the largest European 
geostationary satellite
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▪ 2020 : MN PELICAN
Test a sail propulsion wing

WISAMO, Michelin's solution that aims to contribute to the 
decarbonization of maritime transport. 

MICHELIN and the MN have signed a partnership agreement 
aimed at the concept of a 100 m2 scaled-down prototype wing
on the vessel MN PELICAN in summer and winter sailing
conditions and to consider the development of a commercial 
wing scale 1 between 400 and 500 m2. 



PARTNER’S COUNTRIES
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Russia until septembre 2021 

French Guiana

United Kingdom

Italia

USA

France



COMPANY’S BEST CUSTOMERS
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COMPAGNIE MARITIME NANTAISE -MN
MN makes industrial and specialized shipping the heart of its business. From

the design, building, acquisition, chartering, management and coastal and

seagoing operations of vessels, MN continuously develops a listening to the

needs of its customers. It is based on operational know-how, proven skills and

established experience in the following areas:

▪ Military sealift

▪ Sea transportation of high value-added cargoes

▪ Personnel transportation

▪ Maritime services for public transport authority

MN forges real partnerships with its customers by recording relationships

over time. Focused on customer satisfaction and continuous improvement,

the company is ISO 9001:2015 certified for its international shipping of

industrial freight activities.



French Ministry of Armies

▪ Operating the French-flag RoRos MN CALAO and MN TANGARA
for the supply of French Ministry of Defence bases (Indian,
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans) and military deployments in
operational theatres

▪ These 2 sisterships are owned by MN

▪ MN manages the vessels’ commercial operations on behalf of
French Ministry of Defence

▪ MN has been involved in this type of transports since the 1980’s



French Ministry of Armies

SSF / DGA - TN

▪ Since 1990 : Operating of the
LANGEVIN

▪ Framework : Term charter 
contracts reinforced with fixed 
equipment maintenance of 
DGA-TN (French Ministry of 
Defence) necessary for carrying 
out the mission

▪ Since 2016 : MN PELICAN is 
chartered by Brittany Ferries

▪ Rotations :  Poole / Bilbao

▪ Framework : Time charter

Brittany Ferries French Navy DGA / SPN

The MORLENN EXPRESS’
passengers vessels, owned
by MN, insure within the
framework of a long term
time charter the
transportation of the French
Navy’s civil and military staff
between the various bases
of Brest Harbour.
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▪ Since 1980 : Shipping of Ariane satellite launcher components
between Europe and French Guiana

▪ From end 2009 until September 2021 : Transportation of Soyuz
components from Russia to French Guiana

▪ Vessels ARIANA then MN TOUCAN and MN COLIBRI designed
and built by MN in close cooperation with Arianespace

MN managed the vessels’ commercial operations on behalf of Arianespace for 40 years.
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▪ Since 2011 until 2019, under ARIANESPACE contract,
both vessels carried VEGA launcher from Livorno –
Italia to Kourou – French Guiana.

▪ Since 2020 in direct link with AVIO and their freight
forwarder Geodis, the MN COLIBRI managed the full
AVIO components shipments.
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July 2022

MN COLIBRI : KVHTS

From Fos - France to Kourou -

French Guyana

Transportation of the 
largest European 
geostationary satellite

October 2022

MN COLIBRI – EUTELSAT 10 B

Westbound : Transportation of E10B 

satellite convoy & its components

Eastbound : Transportation of 

THALES & AIRBUS empty 

equipment

From Port Canaveral - Florida to Port St

Louis du Rhône - France
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From Savona - Italia to Port Canaveral - Florida

April 2023

MN COLIBRI

Transportation of the EUCLID telescope



PROJECT TEAM

Pe rs o n s ,  ex p e r i e n c e
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▪ Commercial Department

▪ Technical Department

▪ Engineering Department

PROJECT TEAM

COMMERCIAL

Definition of commercial 

requirements and specification

TECHNICAL

Management of projects

ENGINEERING

▪ Stowage and lashing plan

▪ Seafastening calculation note

3 DEPARTMENTS



MAIN CONTACTS

Main contacts for Projects / OOG cargoes RFQs
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Me !

mathias.audrain@mn-nantes.fr
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www.compagnie-maritime-nantaise.com

Web Site

E-Mail

mathias.audrain@mn-nantes.fr
Commercial & business development Manager

Phone

+33 (0)2 40 44 23 18 
+33 (0)6 79 50 46 20

Headoffice
4, rue Marcel Paul – CS 53214
44032 NANTES Cedex 1 - FRANCE



www.sogestran.com
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http://www.sogestran.com/
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